
Seventy-one percent of construction firms plan 
to expand their payrolls in 2016 as contractors 
expect a range of public and private markets to grow, 
according to survey results released today by the 
Associated General Contractors of America and Sage 
Construction and Real Estate. The survey, conducted 
as part of The Challenges Facing a Growing Industry: 
The 2016 Construction Industry Hiring and Business 
Outlook, indicates that contractors foresee a positive 
year despite tight labor conditions, regulatory 
burdens, and IT security challenges.

“The construction industry will continue 
to recover in 2016 as many firms add to their 
headcount amid growing demand in a range of 
private and public sector markets,” said Stephen E. 
Sandherr, the association’s chief executive officer. 
“The industry also faces a number of challenges 
that have the potential to dampen, and possibly 
even undermine, the sector’s recovery.”

Association officials noted that seventy-one 
percent of firms say they will increase their headcount 
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warehouse and lodging (twenty-one percent net 
positive).

Respondents were also positive about the outlook 
for hospital (nineteen percent net positive), private 
office (nineteen percent), multifamily residential

in 2016. In most cases, however, that hiring will 
only lead to modest increases in the overall size 
of firms. Sixty-three percent of firms report their 
planned hiring will increase total headcount 
between one and twenty-five percent while eight 
percent report they will expand their headcount 
by more than twenty-five percent this year.

Among the thirty states with large enough 
survey sample sizes, ninety-five percent of firms 
in Kansas plan to expand their payrolls in 2016, more 
than in any other state. Meanwhile, twenty-five 
percent of firms in Pennsylvania report they plan 
to reduce headcount this year, more than in any 
other state. For state-by-state survey results, visit 
https://www.agc.org/news/2016/01/05/seventy-
one-percent-construction-firms-plan-expand-
headcount-2016-contractors-expect

Contractors expect a mix of private and 
public sector market segments will drive demand 
for construction in 2016. As measured by the net 
positive reading—the percentage of respondents 
who expect a market segment to expand versus the 
percentage who expect it to contract—respondents 
are most optimistic about the outlook for retail, 

Construction Firms Plan to Expand Payrolls

Click to read moreSmall Business Exchange • Voice of Small, Emerging, Diversity-Owned Businesses Since 1984

Published by SBE, Inc. • DBE/MBE/SBEVolume 32, Edition 1E • January 8, 2016

CORPORATE OFFICE         CORPORATE MAILING ADDRESS
795 Folsom Street, Floor 1         Tel 800-800-8534   5214F Diamond Heights Boulevard 
San Francisco, California 94107         Fax 415-778-6255   PMB 711 
sbe@sbeinc.com • www.sbeinc.com  www.sbenortheast.com   San Francisco, California 94131

Copyright © 2016 Small Business Exchange, Inc.

The Goethals Bridge Replacement Project is a design-build project for the Port Authority of New York & 
New Jersey (the Authority). The project will replace the existing Goethals Bridge which spans the Arthur 
Kill River on I-278 connecting Elizabeth, New Jersey, and Staten Island, New York. The existing bridge, 
built in the 1920s, will be replaced with a dual span and the original bridge demolished. It is anticipated 
that the bridge will carry approximately 14 million vehicles eastbound annually.

Kiewit-Weeks-Massman, AJV (KWM) has been selected by the Authority to design and build the new Goethals 
Bridge. KWM is committed to providing a world class project for the people of New York and New Jersey. As 
part of their mission, KWM is also committed to providing meaningful employment opportunities for hundreds 
of construction individuals in the region, with particular outreach to the DBE community, and desires to meet or 
exceed federal requirements for diversity on this important construction project. If your DBE firm would like to 
apply to participate in this project, please use our website as a resource, www.goethals-kwm.com.

KWM VENDOR SOLICITATION LOG
All companies that fill out a Contractors Questionnaire will be added to our Vendor Solicitation Log which 
KWM uses for upcoming subcontract opportunities. If you would like to fill out a Contractors Questionnaire, 
please go to our website and visit the “Partnering” tab.

PARTNERING OPPORTUNITIES

Check our website for periodic updates on partnering opportunities!

MWDBE BONDING, LINES OF CREDIT, AND INSURANCE ASSISTANCE
For assistance in obtaining bonds, lines of credit, and/or insurance for this project, please visit our website 
or contact Anne at KWMdivcontracting@kwmjv.com for more information.

Project Office: 137 Bayway Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07202 • KWMdivcontracting@kwmjv.com
Kiewit-Weeks-Massman, AJV is an Equal Opportunity Employer

• Shear Stud Installation
• Miscellaneous Metals Fabrication/ Supplier
• Concrete, Curb, and Gutter Flatwork

• Anti-Climb Fence on New Bridge Shared Use Path
• Lumber/Crane Mat Suppliers
• Furnish/Install Guiderail

Goethals Bridge Replacement Project
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

 
CONSTRUCTION DBE OPPORTUNITIES

Subcontracting opportunities include but are not limited to Asbestos Removal, Asphalt Milling 
and Paving, Borings, Concrete, Demolition, Electrical, Engineering, Fence and Guardrails, 
Fire Protection, Fireproofing, Hazardous Materials Haul and Dispose, Inspection and Testing, 
Landscaping, Miscellaneous Metals, Pavement Striping, Pile Driving, Plumbing, Rigging, 
Sawcutting, Scaffolding, Sign Erection, Structural Steel Erection and Fabrication, Trucking, 
and Welding. Please see contract documents for further opportunities.

Interested firms please contact John Papagiannakis at Skanska Koch Inc.,
john.papagiannakis@skanska.com

SKANSKA KOCH INC.
IS SOLICITING BIDS FROM MWBE SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS

CERTIFIED WITH THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY
Replacement of PIP Helix and Rehabilitation of Upper Level Spans over

New Jersey Anchorage and Hudson Terrace
PANYNJ Contract No: GWB-244.150

Bid Date: January 28, 2016

By Associated General Contractors
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PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICES
With a database of over 1.6 million businesses, 
SBE assists agencies with public legal notices
Advertisements
Placed in various Small Business Exchange 
Northeast digital publications each month, and 
at www.sbenortheast.com
Special Follow-Up Services
Custom design and development of services 
that you need for particular situations such 
as small business marketing, diversity goal 
completion, and agency capacity building
Call for more information: 800-800-8534 

http://www.sbenortheast.com/cms.cfm?fuseaction=news.detail&articleID=1474&pageId=164

